About the Editors and Contributors

Daron Acemoglu is the Charles P. Kindleberger Professor of Applied Eco-
nomics at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and winner of the
2005 John Bates Clark Medal. He is among the 20 most cited economists
in the world according to IDEAS/RePEc. Acemoglu became a member of
the MIT faculty in 1993. He is a member of the Economic Growth Program
of the Canadian Institute of Advanced Research. He is also affiliated with
the National Bureau of Economic Research, Center for Economic Perfor-
mance, and Center for Economic Policy Research. His principal interests
are political economy, economic development, economic growth, technol-
ogy, income and wage inequality, human capital and training, and labor
economics. His most recent works concentrate on the role of institutions in
economic development and political economy.

Sir George Alleyne is Chancellor of the University of the West Indies,
became Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) on Feb-
ruary 1, 1995, and completed a second four-year term on January 31, 2003.
In 2003 he was elected Director Emeritus of the PAHO. In February 2003,
Mr. Kofi Annan, then Secretary General of the United Nations, appointed
him as his special envoy for HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean. He was recon-
firmed in this position by the current Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon.
In October 2003 he was appointed Chancellor of the University of the West
Indies. He currently holds an adjunct professorship in the Bloomberg School
of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University. Sir George has received numer-
ous awards in recognition of his work, including prestigious decorations and
national honors from many countries of the Americas. In 2001 he was
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awarded the Order of the Caribbean Community, the highest honor that can
be conferred on a Caribbean national.

Jere R. Behrman is the William R. Kenan Jr. Professor of Economics
(and former Chair of the Economics Department) and Research Associate
(and former Director) of the Population Studies Center at the University of
Pennsylvania, where he has been on the faculty since 1965. His research
interests are in empirical microeconomics, economic development, labor
economics, human resources, economic demography, and household behav-
iors. He has published more than 300 professional articles and 32 books
and monographs on these topics. He has worked as a research consultant
with numerous national and international organizations, including the
World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, and the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank. He has been the principal investigator or co-principal inves-
tigator on more than 50 research projects funded by organizations including
the U.S. National Institutes of Health, the U.S. National Science Founda-
tion, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Ford Foundation. He has lectured
widely in the United States and internationally and has been involved in
professional research or lecturing activities in more than 40 countries in
Asia, Africa, Europe, and Latin America and the Caribbean. He has received
various honors, including being selected a Fulbright Fortieth Anniversary
Distinguished Fellow, a Fellow of the Econometric Society, a Guggenheim
Foundation Faculty Fellow, and a Ford Foundation Faculty Fellow.

Hoyt Bleakley is an Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of
Chicago’s Graduate School of Business. His research focuses on the child-
hood determinants of adult productivity. Recent work considers the impact
of tropical disease eradication in both the southern United States and Latin
America as well as the role of English-language skills in the economic prog-
ress of childhood immigrants in the United States. Other work measures the
importance of balance sheets in amplifying crises in emerging markets. He
has also taught at the University of California, San Diego, and has been a
visiting scholar at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston and the Universidad
de los Andes.

David E. Bloom is Clarence James Gamble Professor of Economics and
Demography at Harvard University, Chair of the Department of Popula-
tion and International Health at the Harvard School of Public Health, and
Director of Harvard University’s Program on the Global Demography of
Aging. He is also Research Associate at the National Bureau of Economic
Research and Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He
has served on the public policy faculty at Carnegie-Mellon University and
on the economics faculties at Harvard University and Columbia University.
He formerly served as Deputy Director of the Harvard Institute for Interna-
tional Development and as Chairman of Columbia University’s Depart-
ment of Economics.

David Canning is Professor of Economics and International Health,
Department of Population and International Health, Harvard University.
Prior to that he was a Professor of Economics at Queen’s University, Belfast
(1993-2002), and is an honorary Professor of this university; Associate

XViii

About the Editors and Contributors



Professor, Department of Economics, Columbia University (1992-93); and
lecturer in economics, Cambridge University (1989-92) and London School
of Economics and Political Science (1988-89).

William Jack is Associate Professor, Department of Economics, George-
town University. Previously he has worked at the Australian National Univer-
sity, the U.S. Congress, and the International Monetary Fund. He has also
consulted to the World Bank and the World Health Organization. His research
interests include public economics, development, and health economics.

Simon Johnson is the Ronald A. Kurtz Professor of Entrepreneurship at
MIT’s Sloan School of Management, a position he has held since 2004. He
is also a Senior Fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics
in Washington, DC. From March 2007 through the end of August 2008,
Professor Johnson was the International Monetary Fund’s Economic Coun-
sellor (Chief Economist) and Director of its Research Department. At the
International Monetary Fund, Professor Johnson led the global economic
outlook team, helped to formulate innovative responses to worldwide
financial turmoil, and was among the earliest to propose new forms of
engagement for sovereign wealth funds. He is Co-director of a National
Bureau of Economic Research project on Africa and President of the
Association for Comparative Economic Studies (term of office 2008-09).
Dr. Johnson is an expert on the financial sector and economic crises. Over
the past 20 years he has worked on crisis prevention and mitigation, as well
as issues pertaining to economic growth in advanced, emerging market, and
developing countries. His work focuses on how policy makers can limit the
impact of negative shocks and manage the risks faced by their countries.

Maureen Lewis is Adviser in the Development Economics Department of
the World Bank. She was formerly the Chief Economist for Human Devel-
opment and Adviser to the Vice President for Human Development at the
World Bank. Much of her research, publications, and policy work exam-
ines financing and delivery of health care in developing and transition coun-
tries. She was formerly a Senior Fellow at the Center for Global Development
for two years and prior to that managed a unit in the World Bank dedicated
to economic policy and human development research and programs in
Eastern Europe and Central Asia. In the early 1990s, she led the Bank’s
health agenda in Brazil. Before joining the World Bank, she established and
led the international health policy work at The Urban Institute. She has
published dozens of articles in peer-reviewed journals on health economics
and health policy.

Michael Spence is Senior Fellow, the Hoover Institution, and Philip H.
Knight Professor Emeritus of Management, Graduate School of Business,
Stanford University. He was awarded the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic
Sciences in 2001. Mr. Spence was Philip H. Knight Professor and Dean of
the Stanford Business School from 1990 to 1999. Since 1999, he has been a
partner at Oak Hill Capital Partners. From 1975 to 1990, he served as
Professor of Economics and Business Administration at Harvard Univer-
sity. Mr. Spence was awarded the John Kenneth Galbraith Prize for excel-
lence in teaching in 1978 and the John Bates Clark Medal in 1981 for a
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“significant contribution to economic thought and knowledge.” He was
appointed Chairman of the Economics Department at Harvard in 1983 and
served as Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences from 1984 to 1990. At
various times, he has served as a member of the editorial boards of the
American Economics Review, Bell Journal of Economics, Journal of
Economic Theory, and Public Policy. Professor Spence is the Chair of the
Commission on Growth and Development.
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